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Introduction

Born in 1961, Michael Jackson studied at Blackpool and Fylde College, where he
earned his degree in Natural History Illustration. After working for five years as an
advertising illustrator and part-time teacher, he took the decision to devote his time
and energies to become the specialist in wildlife and portraiture that he is today.

Jackson’s work reflects both classical and modern interpretations fused within one
painting. His influences range from the Renaissance, masters of the nineteenth
century, to Contemporary Art. With superb technique, he infuses a harmony between
the natural and the conceptual, to create works that are provocative and dramatic.
His quest for inspiration leads him to travel the world in pursuit of the subject matter
that fuels his passion to paint. He chooses to explore those countries that provide
opportunities for observing the wonderful multiplicity of wildlife.  He is a committed
conservationist, and has worked with charities such as Fauna & Flora International,
The Rainforest Foundation, Care for the Wild and Project Legacy amongst many
others.

“We are delighted to be given the opportunity to showcase Michael’s first ever
collection of iron sculptures which are truly spectacular original works of art and hope
this exhibition will consolidate Michael’s reputation not only as an outstanding artist
but also as an incredibly talented sculptor.”

Chris & Julie McCabe
March 2017

Front Cover 

Octopus
iron
80x26x46cm

Something’s a Foot
iron

25x30x28cm



Artist's Statement
Evolution: The nature of things

“Over the last few decades I have been evolving as an artist, it is a maturation,
a manifestation of skills acquired during a life time devoted to art.

To continue in the same vein without exploring new avenues of expression,
is not just boring, but actually totally stifles my creativity. I see it as a natural
process to experiment with different approaches and also using different
media. People who have visited my exhibitions in the past, with preconceived
ideas of what to expect, may be surprised to see this new approach to
painting portraiture.  They may also be interested to see that the exhibition is
also devoted to showcasing my new collection of sculpture.

I am excited and thrilled to be sharing the opportunity with you to view, what
I know is a very unique and individual collection of elegantly eccentric, thought
provoking art.”

Michael Jackson

Hippocampus
iron & marble
36x70x20cmMichael Jackson at work en plein air, 2016



Sculpture

“To create something uplifting and beautiful from life’s detritus is an idea I have been
contemplating for some time, and one that is finally coming to fruition with a series
of sculptures, which embrace this philosophy.

I have always been fascinated by structure and form, the detailed anatomy of how
a thing works and moves.

For the last six years I have been developing my skills as a sculptor, but not in the
classical sense of the word. Rather than using traditional materials such as wax,
plaster and clay to form an original, that is then cast in bronze, I choose to use the
unforgiving strength of iron as a material for my work. I collect the unusual and
discarded, each piece of iron has its own history, and some morsels are hundreds
of years old and have been hand made by smithies, giving them a unique patina
and texture that cannot be replicated. 

I begin by sketching out my ideas, conceptualising and formulating a method of
attack. I then start selecting principle pieces of iron from my collection to form the
foundation of what I am proposing to make, welding each piece into place and
bending it to suit and fit. I then sand blast and polish each part as it progresses; it is
exhilarating to see something that was regarded as junk, come to life and be 
re-born.

I have created a subjective body of work that reinstates the discarded and fuses it
into something fresh, original and beautiful.

This collection is entirely unique, each piece is individual and has never been seen
before. Each sculpture, and every element tells its own story of life and rebirth, but
comes together ultimately in the true spirit of reincarnation and new life.”

Garden Sculpture

“I have also created a series of monumental garden sculptures that can be
purchased or commissioned through the gallery. Subjects vary from prehistoric fishes
to portraying the story of Orpheus in the underworld. Whilst some of them may weigh
more than a ton, this does not present a problem for transportation and installation.”

Michael Jackson

Eggs on Legs
iron

30x20x24cm



Every time I see this, it makes
me smile. When I came up with
the idea, the concept of a swan
walking off with the wine made
me laugh, it is elegant, and yet
individually eccentric. I have also
cast these legs in bronze as an
edition of nine.

Champagne to Go
iron legs
52x40x50cm

Champagne to Go
bronze legs, edition 1/9
52x40x50cm

A Quacking Wine
iron

40x35x20cm



Cold Feet
iron
40x53x54cm

Herondipity
iron & marble
33x72x34cm

This curiously eccentric piece is such fun. I wanted to create a version of 'Champagne to go' that
would serve two purposes. Firstly a beautiful free standing ice bucket, and secondly something that
could be used as an occasional table. So I made a marble top that is interchangeable, so that it can
be used as either.



Hand Stand
iron & marble
35x70x40cm

Cool Hand
iron & marble
30x78x30cm

It is plain to see that I am intrigued by the human form. I studied natural history and anatomy when I was a
student, and have always been fascinated by its complexity. Each bone is an accurate representation of our
own bodies.



Gravitas
iron
60x72x60cm

How you choose to interpret this sculpture is down
to one’s individual perception of what one sees or
does not see. There are no clear concise answers,
the viewer should be given the liberty of making their
own conclusion, for example it could well be based
on Hamlet’s soliloquy ‘To be or not to be’, equally one
could draw conclusions from the contemplative
Newton and his musings over gravity.



Quadropus
iron
130x92x50cm

Monopod
iron

60x87x60cm

Practicality and sculpture are not usually two words that are synonymous, however I created a
series of works that embrace this concept. The demi-lune table was truly a labour of love. There
are approximately ten thousand individual welds that went into making this, along with a 
mind-boggling selection of iron. Getting something as hard as iron, to take on the fluidity of an
Octopus, was by no means an easy thing to do. I don’t use a torch to heat and bend the steel,
but mostly rely on the temperature of the weld and some simple brute strength, utilising shapes
that already exist. This is a totally unique and exclusive piece of art, nothing like it exists in 
the world.



Langoustine
iron

92x40x40cm

Iguana
iron
70x28x52cm



I love this piece, so much so that I have cast it in bronze. The original, which is featured on the front
cover, is mostly made of ancient chain and reinforcing bar manipulated and coerced into sinuous shapes
that bring it to life. The solid bronze sculpture is an edition of eight and each one will be patinated and
coloured differently to make them individually unique.

Octopus
bronze, edition 1/8 (verdigris patina)
80x26x46cm





Artwork

“I am evolving as an artist, I very much enjoy my traditional style of art which can be seen
in one of my signature paintings featured opposite, 'Crowning the Crane'.  There are also
other pieces of art in the exhibition that represent the style that perhaps I am best known
for.  However, I feel a real connection with the new work that I have created, some of which
are quite abstract in their execution. I have broken the mould that was constraining my
creativity and moved on to a more liberated approach to my art.  I am not inhibited in my
use of colour, and whilst some backgrounds may appear random, they are always well
thought out and considered.  I suppose one may call it a fusion of techniques, the painting
'Rays of Hope' for example, is a combination of several new methods that I have adopted.
I wanted to tell a story, of real hope and a brighter future, so I have painted the background
as a child may see it, this contrasts starkly with the realism of the figures in the painting.
Other works have gold and silver leaf applied in a Chinoiserie style that gives them a kind
of contemporary, but iconic feel.”

Michael Jackson

Appreciation

"You are a brilliant painter and have created some stunningly beautiful works, but up until
now, because wildlife and portraiture are representative subjects, it hasn't been necessary
for you to create questions. In my opinion, Rays of Hope gives profundity, something that
makes the viewer stop and think, 'what is happening here?'

The background reveals joy, freedom, innocence and optimism of childhood which
contrasts starkly with the images of the children themselves, which leads the observer to
ponder over who they are, what has happened to them, where they are they going etc. 

In short, there is a suggested narrative which is both thought provoking and poignant. It is
a classic, 'show don't tell' scenario. It is also beautiful and artfully rendered. I like that you
have focused all the detail on the faces and left a bit of abstraction elsewhere - it makes
for a stronger impact. I think that this is an excellent painting with a lot to say for itself!"

Claire Jefferson, MA
Art Collector & Poet

Crowning the Crane
oil on canvas
183x122cm

Rays of Hope
oil & acrylic on canvas

81x100cm



Abstracted
acrylic on canvas

70x90cm

Misty Blue
acrylic on canvas

70x90cm



Bangles and Beads
acrylic on canvas

80x100cm

Blue Belle
acrylic on canvas

80x100cm



Reverie
oil & acrylic on canvas

73x116cm

Water Feature
acrylic on canvas

81x116cm



Coalescence
acrylic on canvas

60x80cm

Alla Prima
acrylic on canvas

70x90cm



Blue Muse
oil & acrylic on canvas

70x90cm

Delphian
oil & acrylic on canvas

60x80cm



Happy Days
oil & acrylic on canvas

70x90cm

Adieu
oil & acrylic on canvas

70x90cm



Abstract Elements
acrylic on canvas

70x100cm
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Grains of Truth
oil & acrylic on canvas

81x100cm


